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November 3, 2021

Dear Itasca School District Parents,

With a successful opening of the school year well under way, we have and continue to adapt to
the health and safety needs of our students, staff and families. We have always believed that
the two best methods of keeping our children safe are (1) parents monitoring for symptoms and
keeping your children home if there are any symptoms or potential close contacts, and (2) that
proper masks be worn at all times and that the masks are properly worn. Please continue your
great work with number one, and we will continue to be very vigilant and always work to do
better with number two.

I understand that some families are eager to end mask requirements. Itasca District 10 is
continuing to adhere to the Governor's Executive Order. However, we are hopeful with a
lowered incidence of Covid in Illinois and with the addition of two optional strategies the
Governor’s Executive Order may change at some point during the school year.

These strategies are optional (not required) and do require parental consent:

● Vaccinations for students ages 5-11. The Itasca Park District is hosting a
Vaccination Clinic for children ages 5-11. Vaccinated students are not required
to quarantine for travel or with a proximity exposure if they remain
asymptomatic. Please be reminded that although the CDC and IDPH
encourage vaccinations for Covid they are not required for District 10 students.
District 10 supports families making that decision with their medical provider.

COVID Pfizer Vaccination Clinic – 5-11 year olds

Location: Itasca Recreation & Fitness Center, 350 E Irving Park Road, Itasca

Dose #1: Friday, November 12th Dose #2: Friday, December 3rd

Link to sign up

Additional vaccine clinic dates will be offered.

● ScreenTesting will be offered starting Friday, November 12th at each District
10 School.  The screen testing is elective and requires parental permission.
Screen Testing Registration Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pDwjcfFs0C9cuSKnaieG4Ubkj-xhZsDn/view?usp=sharing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/itasca-park-district-pfizer-vaccination-clinic-5-11-years-tickets-201841692937
https://northshoreclinical.jotform.com/212996397966985


Although optional, I am encouraging testing for students who participate in athletics and music.

Northshore Clinical Labs Testing Options

For parents who are interested in Screen Testing, we have formed a partnership with
Northshore Clinical Labs to provide a comprehensive on-site polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) testing program. Northshore will provide weekly screen testings on Fridays for students
and staff who have registered by the preceding Wednesday. Only parents may register their
child. Parents who elect to participate in any of the testing opportunities can also express a
preference for your child to undergo a light nasal swab or cheek swab for the testing. There is
no Cost to Parents, but Insurance Information is Required.

We are also working towards having our nurses trained to administer on-site testing when
symptoms are present or a close contact is established at school for students or staff. Although
individuals may still be required to quarantine, establishing negative test results may help
determine quarantine return dates. To review, there is no out-of-pocket cost to parents for this
service, but a copy of a driver's license or state issued ID and medical insurance information will
need to be submitted when you register. Reimbursement for COVID-19 testing is provided by
all insurance payers with no deductible, co-pays, coinsurance, or any other out-of-pocket
expense for the parents. Coverage for the COVID-19 testing of uninsured individuals is
provided by the Department of Health and Human Services' Health Resources and Services
Administration. HRSA requires individuals to provide a copy of a state issued identification card
and signed attestation that they do not have any medical insurance at the time of testing.

Implementation and How It Works

Once you register as explained below and we have clearance, the test itself is either a light
nasal swab in each nostril or cheek swab on each side performed by trained school district staff
for symptom testing or by Northshore staff with screening testing. This is submitted in a sealed
package to Northshore Clinical Labs, and confidential results are provided confidentially to both
the parents and the school district contact person by the next day.

Timelines

Our plan is to commence with voluntary weekly screen testing and voluntary testing for
symptoms or proximity in the school setting on Friday, November 12th. Once a sample is
collected and submitted to Northshore by our trained staff, we expect to have the results of the
PCR test by the next day. The results are provided confidentially to both the parents and a
contact person at the school. If the results are negative, that child can return to school once
symptoms have subsided for 24 hours. If the results are positive, then we will follow the
required isolation and quarantine procedures.

Even for parents who opt in now for weekly screening testing, the school district will
communicate in advance exactly which days this will occur. Screening testing will be conducted

https://northshoreclinical.com/


by Northshore staff and once implemented, parents and school staff are notified within
approximately 24 hours of the child's screening test results. If the results are positive, then we
will follow the required isolation and quarantine procedures and conduct contact tracing to
determine any close contacts in the school setting.

Parent Registration and Consent Now Available

Participation in any or all of the testing options is completely voluntary. Parents of students who
will be participating are required to register for each child. The Jotform utilized by Northshore
allows for submission of consent and the necessary documents and here is more information
on Jotform security. There is no deadline for participation and we anticipate this program
being in place for the entirety of the school year. Completion of this form will result in the
generation of a unique confirmation number that will need to be provided to the school district to
complete the testing process. While we encourage you to register in advance, a QR code will
be available in each office to facilitate on-site registration if necessary and the registration links
will always be available on our District 10 Website under the Resources, Covid 10 Information
tab.

Please reach out with any questions or concerns you may have. We will continue to do
whatever it takes to keep our students, staff and families safe and your assistance, cooperation
and support is very much appreciated.

Thank you.

Craig Benes
Superintendent

https://northshoreclinical.jotform.com/212996397966985
https://www.jotform.com/security/
https://www.jotform.com/security/
https://www.itasca10.org/resources/c_o_v_i_d-19_information
https://www.itasca10.org/resources/c_o_v_i_d-19_information

